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1. Apart from the lact we didn't
gel the money we thought we
would fram CNZ lzst year, this is
alsc a large part of the reason we
didn't get an issue oul. This is a
1974 Norton Commando. | moved

to Auckland to work more
seribusly en TNG. Bul | bought
this bike on the way there. | rode it
to Auckland.

2. For quite a whila it went really
well. But then, due to its age and
the long trips | was doing on it, it
bagan o break down. | couldnt
find anyone willing to fix it, and so
had to start fixing it mysall

This (above) is the primary
chain case, where the clutch
lives. | had a lot of clutch trouble,
and it took me a long time to
rasolve.

3. This is the clulch baskat with
tha plates removed. | hadn' really
done anything machanical balore
in my lite, and so it was quite
nefve-racking the first ime |
pulled something like this apart.

| was going 1o say | didn't think
about graphic design at all last
year, but actually | did

4. What | thoughl about was how
the term ‘probl

solving' seemed o graphic
design. Pulling apart my clutch
and gearbox (above) every step
prasanted me with some sort of
real problam—stuck or corroded
parts, not having the right tools,
that sort of thing. | would often get
quite frustrated and angry.

5. Graphic design has never
really falt lika this to me. They are
twa vary diffarent types of activity,
designing and fixing motorcycles.

Whan | pul the gearbox back
together | made a mistake and
found out later that it could have
seized and caused an accident
that, i at speed, coud have bean
very serious.

6. I've never scared mysall like
that doing graphic design—by
getting something wrong. Your
lifa isn't on tha line, and really
nothing's that difficull. At least
that's what | was thinking last
yoar,

| was teaching graphic design
at the time but it was dilficult to
fesl motivaled because | was
quite bored with graphic design,
and all | thought about was bikes

7. Replacing the clutch cable
means removing the petrol lank.
This is an easy job, and qute a
rewarding one as you get to see
the skeleton of your bike. Seaing
it like this all sorts of possibiities
coma 10 mind aboul the way the
bike could look.

8. For examgle the tank could be
put back on a bit higher making
the bike seem bigger and more
aggressive. In the end | put it
back the way il was, and | was just
happy 1o have got it going again.
From the star | thought I'd work
on the way the bike looked, but all
I've dona is spand all my time and
maoney keeping it going. | kepl the
MNaorion in the house.
In the library to be exact.

9, This year | moved house and
bought another bike. It doesn't
have tha dark magic of the Norton,
bul it's reliable. | also quit
teaching and went o work for a
studio. Having thought that it |
could find a problem in graphic
design it might be more engaging,
1 was surprised to find that there
was now a big problem—the client
didn't like what | was doing.

10. Daniel van der Veiden has
proposed that the problem lor
graphic design might be that
there is no problam He also
describes a shilt in whal he calls
“impartant™ design, away Trom
client-based commissions toward
sall-initiated projects. Now, more
than ever, | like the sound of this.
Bul is it avoiding the problem?
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*B. 5. Johnson, Albert Angeio.
London: Constable, 1964, p.33

Albert thought: a biock of wood,
a plank of wood, When does a
block become a plank? Whan
does a plank become a block?
At what point do you see that
a block has become a plank,
at what stage a plank a biock?
Plank. Block. He thought about
them until the words b

<0
i

a

1. General Description

If there was a class that made
immediate sense to me at
high school it was Technical
Drawing. The subject simply

g

worthy subjects like Physics
and English. But, James did
become an Architect and |
became a Designer... (actually,
I'm not really sure whether I'm

meaningless to him, then
ludicrous to him, then nothing to
him. And he was left with wood.
Wood is wood is wood, he said
to Wmself, pleased.

qul being Initiated Into Ing that this curricular

the beautiful abstracted visual ra-alignment should ba seen as

i orthograp being at-odds-with or, on the

proj ic, obliqua, contrary, foreshadowing our
sometimes perspective and futura occupations?).

exploded drawings and cut-
away sections. | think part of
why | liked it was that it was a
drawing discipline that could be

2. Method of Removal
Anyway, oddly In the mid 1990s
the MNew Zealand educati

fasigning logos and l

for social causes, and
doing packaging for arganic
shampoos. And they started
1o introduce spooky words like
‘tachnology’ and I lon' as

world-y professions, It |ust
seems disingenuous, like child
beauty pageants somehow.
Grantad, tha axtension
aof my argument may lead to
the that Te lcal

if they wera commonplace, And
make students formulate (and
be assessed against) pseudo-
scientistic ‘briefs’ to ‘solve
problems’ for fictitious “target
markets’. All nonsensa really.

aE ination & R 4,

“If we go on half-
these kids any more,” he said
suddenly to Terry, “then the
violance will out. I'm sure they
know they're being cheated,
thai they're being treated as
subhuman beings. And the
school is a microcosm of soclety
as & whole.™

and it had conventions that had

czars decided that Tect
Drawing had to be made mora

to be aught—and | just
got it... (hmm, that might be a
contradiction?).

However, my brother and |
wara probably rightly advised
that it wasn't worth doing after
the fifth form, and that we
should concentrata on more

s0 they

| want to forward the suggestion
that schools should go back to

te call i ‘Graphic Design'
What this meant was that all
of tha mostly wood-work and
metal-work  teachers  who
taught Technical Drawing were
forced to maka thelr classes
do markating nonsense like

] Drawing.
| don't really care that few
teachers are actually qualified
to teach Graphic Design at
high school; it's more that |
am suspicious of high schools
paddiing subjects that aspire
to sound or look like such real-

Drawing is itsell too specialised
and s no place in a high
school curriculum—as opposed
to Just a course in ‘Drawing'
say. But that's another story.
Still, | am pretty sure that
Graphic Design at least does
not have a legitimate place at
school. Perhaps this all mersly
makes me sound like one of
those pecpla who mourn that
Latin or even Scripture is not
taught anymore: it's true, Tech-
Drawing was my visual Latin,






